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By using the general term everyone (kol), this prediction describes a general
lifestyle of Ishmael and his descendents in the desert, and does not focus on
hatred and conflict with any specific group of people.*
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Ishmael ... is an impersonation of the tribes reputed to be his descendants; and
the writer draws, in a few touches, a true and characteristic description of the
Bedawin, the men of the badu, or 'open plain,’ as we should now term them,
then, as still, the free and independent sons of the desert, owing no authority
save that of their own chief, reckless of life, treacherous towards strangers, ever
ready for war or pillage.’!

28 Tony Maalouf, Arabs in the Shadow of Israel (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2003), 67.
2 Ibid.
30 Ibid., 72.

31'S. R. Driver, The Book of Genesis (Methuen & Co. Ltd., 1948), 128.
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32 BDB, s.v. "mg," 815.
33 Maalouf, 73-77.
34 Ibid.

35 BDB, s.v. "m®," 818.
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